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Little Turtle Timeline Highlights
The Little Turtle Roadway project has been ripe with corruption, unethical practices and political favoritism since then City Council President Zach Klein accepted an invitation from developer Mo Dioun to meet with him at his Little Turtle Country Club along with touring the Little Turtle Community with Mr. Dioun in March of 2016. The following timeline highlights a sample of the details that prove beyond a reasonable doubt that this roadway project was cooked up for the sole purpose of benefitting developer Mo Dioun:  

Four months later in July of 2016 Public Service Director (PSD) Jennifer Gallagher, top PSD Engineer and City Administrator  of Design and Construction James Young and the President of a private engineering firm would also meet with Mr. Dioun.

On March 20, 2017, former Mayor Michael Coleman and then Columbus City Councilman Shannon Hardin met with Mo Dioun at the Little Turtle Country Club. Hardin testifies in court that he does not recall any details of the March 20, 2017 meeting.   On September 27, 2017, as a longtime favored developer of Michael Coleman, Dioun hires Coleman as his lobbyist. Hardin testifies in court that he knew his mentor Michael Coleman was Dion’s lobbyist.

In all of these meetings that took place up to this point, Zach Klein, Jennifer Gallagher, Shannon Hardin, and James Young testified under oath that they couldn’t recall specific details about what was discussed while meeting with developer Mo Dioun.

From January 15, 2015 thru February 20, 2020, Mo Dioun or members of his immediate family and Michael Coleman made combined campaign contributions to Mayor Ginther, City Council members and current President Shannon Hardin of no less than $74,250.

On April 9, 2018 City Council passed ordinance 0856-2018 that authorized a professional service contract with Carpenter Marty Transportation for $350,000. Ms. Gallagher’s signature is on the contract agreement. John Gallagher, who is the husband of Public Service Director Jennifer Gallagher, is the Director of Traffic and Planning for Carpenter Marty Transportation. John Gallagher is directly involved with the Little Turtle Roadway project.

August 23, 2019 James Young and two other PSD employees Doug Roberts and Kevin Thomas meet with Mo Dioun.

August 29, 2019, only 5 days later, the Public Service Department holds an Open House at nearby Hondros College with some maps showing a design of the project but not answering any questions or concerns from residents. Little Turtle residents stated that “it was a complete waste of time.” Your typical dog and pony show.

The following day, August 30, 2019, Mo Dioun meets with James Young, Kevin Thomas (PSD Project manager), and James Payk (PSD Assistant City Engineer). James Young  testifies in court that he does not remember what the meeting was about.  

June 9, 2021 Councilwoman and Chair of the Public Service Department Shayla Favor meets with Mo Dioun’s lobbyist Michael Coleman. Ms. Favor testifies in court that she never discussed the Little Turtle Roadway Project with Coleman. “Ever.” Councilwoman Favor’s legislative aide Anisa Liban testified that Ms. Favor  had met with lobbyist Michael Coleman less than 10 times since September of 2020 (last 14 months) and that Ms. Favor recently met  with Coleman on June 9, 2021. 

On November 9, 2021 In courtroom 7D of the Franklin County Municipal Courthouse, an attorney (David Kopech) for developer Mo Dioun is heard coaching Columbus city attorney Michael Halloran from the public seating area. Attorney David Kopech stated outload, “hearsay, hearsay” during Little Turtle Civic Association attorney Phil Harmon’s questioning of a Little Turtle resident. City Attorney Michael Halloran then objected to the questioning by stating, “hearsay.” Judge Hunt heard attorney Kopech’s outburst and verbally reprimanded him while even threatening to throw him out of the courtroom.  

November 21, 2021 Joe Motil files a complaint with the city’s Chief Ethics Officer Renata Ramsini alleging a violation of Mayor Ginther’s Executive Order on Ethic and Conduct has occurred. The complaint is  against Public Service Director Jennifer Gallagher having signed off on Ordinance 0856-2018 awarding Carpenter Marty Transportation a $350,000 professional services contract for the Little Turtle Way project. Ms. Gallagher’s husband John Gallagher was the Director of Traffic Planning and Services at the time and oversaw the project. Ms. Ramsini notified Mr. Motil that she would pass the complaint over to the Ohio Ethics Commission.    










